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EXECUTIVE ORDER 10631 


CODE OF CONDUCT 


FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President of the United States, and as Com- 
mander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, I hereby prescribe the Code of 
Conduct for members of the Armed Forces of 
the United States which is attached to this 
order and hereby made a part thereof. 

Every member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States is expected to measure up to the 
standards embodied in this Code of Conduct 
while he is in combat or in captivity. To ensure 
achievement of these standards, each member 
of the Armed Forces liable to capture shall be 
provided with specific training and instruction 
designed to better equip him to counter and 
withstand all enemy efforts against him, and 
shall be fully instructed as to the behavior and 
obligations expected of him during combat or 
captivity. 

The Secretary of Defense (and the Secretary 
of the Treasury with respect to the Coast Guard 
except when it is serving as part of the Navy) 
shall take such action as is deemed necessary 
to implement this order and to disseminate and 
make the said Code known to all members of 
the Armed Forces of the United States. 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


August 17, 1955 db x C. 


As a member of the Armed Forces of the United States, 
you live by a Code of Conduct that grew out of the 
heroic lives of American fighting men. 


Portrayed in this booklet are some of America’s heroes 
whose ideals and deeds helped shape the Code. 


OF CONDUCT 


I am an American 
fighting man. I serve 
in the forces which 
guard my country and 
our way of life. 

I am prepared 

to give my life 

in their defense. 


VY a“ BED 
ý tb: No 


OF CONDUCT 


I will never surrender 
of my own free 

will. If in command 
I will never 
surrender my men 
while they still 

have the means 

to resist. 
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OF CONDUCT 


If I am captured I 

will continue to resist 
by all means available. 
I will make every effort 
to escape and aid 
others to escape. 1 will 
accept neither parole 


nor special favors 


from the enemy. 


OF CONDUCT 


If I become a prisoner 

of war, I will keep faith 
with my fellow prisoners. 

I will give no information 
nor take part in any action 
which might be harmful to 
my comrades. If I am senior, 
I will take command. If 
not, I will obey the lawful 
orders of those appointed 
over me and will back 
them up in every way. 


OF CONDUCT 


When questioned, should 

I become a prisoner of war, 

I am bound to give only name, 
rank, service number, and 
date of birth. I will evade 
answering further guestions 

to the utmost of my ability. 

I will make no oral or written 
statements disloyal to my 
country and its allies or 
harmful to their cause. 


OF CONDUCT 


I will never forget 

that I am an American 
fighting man, responsible 

for my actions, and dedicated 
to the principles which 

made my country free. 

I will trust in my God 

and in the United States 

of America. 


THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
WASHINGTON 


23 September 1957 


This official De ment of Defense publication is for the 
use of personnel in the Military Services. 
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[AG 250.1 (27 Jun 57)] 
By ORDER OF THE ŠECRETARIES OF THE ARMY, THE NAVY, THE 
AIR FORCE, AND THE TREASURY: 
MAXWELL D. TAYLOR, 
General, United States Army, 
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff. 
HERBERT M. JONES 
Major General, United States Army, 
The Adjutant General. 
J. L. HOLLOWAY, Jr., 
Vice Admiral, United States Navy, 
OFFICIAL: Chief of Naval Personnel. 
G. L. RUSSELL, 
Vice Admiral, United States Navy, 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations 
(Administration). 
THOMAS. D. WHITE 
OFFICIAL: Chief of Staff, United States Air Force. 
J. L. TARR, 
Colonel, United States Air Force, 
‚Air Adjutant General. 
© R. McC. PATE, 
General, U. S. Marine Corps, 
OFFICIAL: Commandant of the Marine Corps. 
ROBT. E. HOGABOOM 
Major General, U. S. Marine Corps, 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Plans). 
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ALFRED C. RICHMOND 
OFFICIAL: Commandant, U. S. Coast Guard. 
WILLIAM W. KENNER, 
Rear Admiral, U. S. Coast Guard, 
Chief, Office of Personnel. 
Distribution: 
Army: 
Active Army: 
1 Copy per each Officer, Warrant Officer and Enlisted man on 
Active Duty. NGand USAR: Div; Brig; Regt/Gp; Bn; Co/Btry. 
For explanation of abbreviations used, see AR 320-50. 
Air Force: 
Ten (10) times distribution X to Sections C—1, C-3, F, G, L, O 
and T; Twenty (20) copies to each address on Sections C—2, C-4, 
and U; Five (5) copies to each address on Section E; Two (2) copies 
to each address on Section N; One (1) copy to each address on 
Sections A and B. 
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